
Brian Currin presented the Mandate and Role of

the International Contact Group
Brian Currin the initiator of the Brussels Declaration has attempted to

consult with all major stakeholders in the Basque Country with the view to seek-

ing a mandate for the International Contact Group. He succeeded in engaging

constructively with the majority of the stakeholders. Emerging from those en-

gagements, the broad mandate for the ICG has been identified as follows:
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"Political Normalization" according to the ICG would be an inclusive and

transparent political dispensation based on exclusively democratic means in the

total absence of violence or threats of violence from whatever source, where a

broadly shared legal and political frame would be agreed upon which would guar-

antee a scenario of stability where all democratic projects could be both defended

and materialized. AII of this would be based upon the principle of respect for the

Basque society's democratic will, political plurality, democratic principles and

rules and procedures in force.

The endorsers of the Brussels Declaration have addressed in unequivo-

cal terms the demands of the international community which the Brussels Dec-

laration represents.

As is required by the Brussels Declaration, when ETA declares a unilat-

eral, permanent and verifiable ceasefire, the ICG will commence its work.

Flowing from the above, the ICG's specific mandate will include the following:

- To promote facilitate and enable the legalization of Abertzale Left;

- To encourage confidence building measures such as:

o overcoming special measures of restrictions on political activity and;

o adapting the penitentiary policy to the new transformed political situation;

- To encourage and assist the parties, for as long as required, with the prepa-

ration and development of an agenda for political dialogue;

- To encourage, facilitate and enable, for as long as required by the parties, all-

inclusive multi-party talks and negotiations, which would be subject to the

Mitchell Principles, without conditions and with no pre-determined outcome.

The objective of the multi-party talks and negotiations would be the achieve-

ment of an all-Inclusive agreement to overcome the political conflict;

- To mediate, if called upon by the parties, In the event of deadlocks;

- To generally build confidence In the minds of the public that a successful

peace process is indeed possible.
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To expedite, facilitate and enable the achievement of 
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The campaign “Free Arnaldo! Free Politics!” Promoted in his hometown has launched a cam-

paign for Arnaldo Otegi’s freedom: more than 250 Politicians, musicians, artists, social activist

and individuals have taken photos  with his prisoner number to ask for Arnaldo Otegi’s freedom. 

Prisoner 8719600510

Send your photos to: freearnaldotegi@hotmail .com
MEP and member of

the friendship, Bairbre

de Brún has allready

taken her photo.

Arnaldo Otegi, prisoner number 871960051, was interviewed by John Carlin last october’s

17th, the whole interview is available at the friendship’s web (basquefriendship.eu). He stated

clearly that the Abertzale Left’s “position towards a peaceful  and democratic solution of the

conflict is irreversible and does not contemplate any horizon or hypothetical circumstances that

would change this position”.

Even so, he was taken to trial November 11th and 12th, charged with gloryfing terrorism in the

presentation of Anoeta proposal (which was to be the road-map to last process). Otegi, Permach

and Alvarez, stated that Anoeta proposal had opened the doors for the conflict’s resolution and

still does.

Photo Campaign for the Release of Otegi

AGENDA:
Next Friendship meeting

scheduled for 25th January

18.00 details to be confirmed

Principle of the organizational project

Democratic internal structure and functioning and an activity held through exclusively peaceful

and democratic means.

For that reason the commitment of this new project for exclusively political and democratic means

must be firm and unequivocal, with no connection to tactical variants or situational factors and will

have to reject the use of violence, or threat of using it, as a method for the achievement of

political objectives.

That commits to the exclusive use of mobilization and popular adhesion, civil disobedience, ideo-

logical struggle and political-institutional participation as instruments of political activity. Therefore,

there is no place for violent coercion in the pro-independence and socialist struggle of this new po-

litical and organizational project. 

Abertzale Left presents

project that rejects violence

The 27th November 2010 over 300

members of the Abertzale Left an-

nounced that they will form a new

party. The new formation will fulfil the

requirement of the Political Parties Law and will reject the use of violence in the path for independ-

ence and socialism. We excerpt its organizational principles:



One of the main tasks I try to carry out in the Parlia-

ment is working for democratic accountability and protection

of human rights. For this reason, it seems appropriate to

mention that last week the European Court of Human Rights
in Strasbourg condemned Spain for breach of article 3 of the Eu-

ropean Convention of Human Rights, since the Spanish courts refused to in-

vestigate the alleged torture (certified by a forensic report) to Mikel San

Argimiro, detained incommunicado in 2002 applicating the Anti-Terror Law.

Specifically, at the request of the National Court, the magistrate on Court num-

ber 43 of Madrid, superseded and filed the complaint of the Basque citizen,

claiming that it was impossible to identify the policemen who participated in

his arrest and  that the videos of the arrest were "insufficient" to prove the al-

leged abuse. Accordingly, the Strasbourg Court con-

cluded that "domestic courts have rejected the evidence

which could contributed to the clarification of facts" that

would serve to "identify and punish the possible respon-

sibles".

In this context, it must be remembered that, recently, the

Human Rights Committee of the United Nations has de-

scribed in its fifth periodic report on Spain that "potentially excessive scope of

the definitions of terrorism in domestic law in particular those contained in Ar-

ticles 572 to 580 of the Spanish Penal Code, [...] could lead to the violation of

several rights contained in the Covenant [International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights] "(CCPR / C / ESP/CO/5, 27/10/2008).

Finally, in this sense, we must remember the ruling of the same European

court against Spain for action  the against Catalan pro-independence activists

in 1992 during the so called Operation Garzon. It seems clear that, from a Eu-

ropean point of view, the Spanish government must improve the mechanisms

for guaranteeing the rights of citizens. Lots of sentences and lots of reports and

international bodies warn about it.

New ruling against Spain 

(24th October 2010)
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HR Committee
of UN highlighted

spanish "potentially
excessive scope of the
definitions of terrorism

in domestic law”

Oriol Junqueras i Vies
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20.000 March against torture, 30th October




