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Elections in the Basque Country
Municipal and provincial elections were hold
last 22nd May in the
whole Spain.
In the Basque Country
provincial elections were
held for the General Assemblies of Bizkaia, Araba and
Gipuzkoa (not for the
Basque Parliament); and for
the Foral parliament of
Navarre.
One of the main issues
on the campaign has been

Bildu´s legalisation. As
Bildu was only allowed to
run for elections on the 5th
May by the Constitutional
Court (20 minutes after the
official begining of the
campaign).
Bildu is a coalition
formed by Eusko Alkartasuna and Alternatiba (prosovereignty split from the
United Left) and independents candidates that had
been declared a continuation of Batasuna and thus
excluded from elections by
the Supreme Court on the
1st May.

The PNV has been
the most voted party with
333.000 on the three
provinces (they runned in
coalition with Aralar in
Navarre)
Bildu has been close
behind with 315.000
votes and with more
elected representatives
(over 1100).
The PSOE has followed the same tendency
as in the rest of Spain
and lost near 70.000
votes for a total of
231.000.

PP
has
obtained
171.000 on the four territories while is former allies in Navarre UPN, have
gone up to 111.000.
NABAI 2011 the coalition of Aralar and PNV in
Navarre has had 49.000
supports and the United
Left (through EB in the
autonomous community
and the I-E coalition in
Navarre) has had 54.000.
Finally Aralar has obtained 37.000 votes, and
only one representative in
Gipuzkoa.

ETA has sent letters to the Buisiness Associations
declaring the “revolutionary tax” cancelled
On the 28th April the president of
Navarre´s Business Association announced that ETA hadsent letters to the
Business Associations in both Basque
Autonomous Community and Navarre,
informing them about their decision of
cancelling the so called “revolutionary
tax”.
This is the first time that ETA does such a thing as during previous resolution attempts they had
never cessed to ask Basque businesses for funds.
The president of the Navarrese Businesspeople confederation (CEN) , José Antonio Sarria, made
the announcement and declared that this is a “positive and hopeful piece of news”

Amnesty International 2011 Report
On its Annual Report on violation of human rights Amnesty International notes that allegations of torture and mistreatment on detained
persons persisted in the Spanish state throughout 2010. The report
mentions the application of the incommunicado detention and appeals
to the Spanish state to follow the recommendations of international
human rights and abolish this measure.
Along with this, AI recalls the case of Mikel San Argimiro and recalls
that the European Court of Human Rights concluded that the Spanish
State violated the prohibition against torture contained in international
agreements when refused to investigate his complaints after been detained incommunicado for 5 days by the Guardia Civil in May 2002.

SNAPSHOT:

AGENDA:
Next
Friendship
meeting
st
scheduled for 21 June 18.00
details to be confirmed.

Catherine Grèze, François Alfonsi and Izaskun Bilbao held a press
Conference before the Intergroup on minorities, where SORTU´s case
was presented, by Professor Alvarez Rubio and Mr Rougget

Open Letter to José Manuel Barroso, Herman Van Rompuy and José Luis Rodriguez Zapatero

We the undersigned Members of the European Parliament write to express
our extreme concern with recent developments which have seen legitimate
political parties prevented from standing in the forthcoming elections in the
Basque Country.
We consider this to be in breach of the core democratic principles of the European Union, and contend that it represents unacceptable state interference
in the political process.
We refer specifically to the decision of the Spanish Supreme Court to prevent the Bildu coalition from participating in forthcoming elections in the
Basque country. Bildu has expressed its commitment to pursuing its objectives
through wholly peaceful democratic means, and indeed includes one party
(Eusko Alkartasuna) which has previously been represented in the European
Parliament.
We consider that this is a European matter, as well as a matter for the Spanish state and we would emphasise that Spain has commitments as an EU
member state.
We believe that preventing legitimate political parties who are committed to
pursuing their goals through peaceful, democratic means from participating
in the political process runs contrary to the basic right that EU citizens should
enjoy to be able to hold and participate in free and fair elections.
We call upon the Spanish Government, the European Council and the European Commission to work to ensure that free and fair elections may be held
in all parts of the EU, and express our particular concern at the current situation regarding political parties in the Basque Country.
Yours faithfully,
François ALFONSI (Greens/EFA)
Margrete AUKEN (Greens/EFA)
Izaskun BILBAO BARANDICA (ALDE)
José BOVÉ (Greens/EFA)
Frieda BREPOELS (Greens/EFA)
Bairbre DE BRÚN (GUE/NGL)
Derk Jan EPPINK (ECR)
Jill EVANS (Greens/EFA)
Catherine GRÈZE (Greens/EFA)
Thomas HÄNDEL (GUE/NGL)
Ian HUDGHTON (Greens/EFA)
Jurgen Klüte (GUE/NGL)

Fiorello PROVERA (EFD)
Michèle RIVASI (Greens/EFA)
Raul ROMEVA i RUEDA (Greens/EFA)
Vilja SAVISAAR-TOOMAST (ALDE)
Alyn SMITH (Greens/EFA)
Bart STAES (Greens/EFA)
Eva-Britt SVENSSON (GUE/NGL)
Dirk STERCKX (ALDE)
Michalis TREMOPOULOS (Greens/EFA)
Ramon TREMOSA-I-BALCELLS (ALDE)
Oriol VIES JUNQUERAS (Greens/EFA)
Tatjana ZDANOKA (Greens/EFA)

PARLAMENTARIANS SAY

State interference in the democratic process

