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The members of the pannel were:

- Kofi Annan, former Secretary General of United Nations.

- Gro Harlem Bruntland, Former Norvegian Prime Minister and a member of “the Elders” 

- Bertie Ahern, former Prime Minister of Ireland.

- Pierre Joxe, former Defense Minister and Interior Minister of the French Republic, former president

of the Socialist Group in the National Assembly. 

- Gerry Adams, leader of Sinn Fein. 

- Jonathan Powell, Tony Blair’s former Chief of Staff, who attended to take Tony Blair’s place, who

could not attend due to a previous commitment in the Middle East.

The text received the support of Tony Blair, George Mitchell and Jimmy Carter.

All the Basque Political parties with the exception of UPyD and PP took part on it as well as a broad repre-

sentation of Basque Civil society, the main Trade Unions, the Businessmen organisations...

The members of the pannel made public a declaration including the following recommendations:

1. We call upon ETA to make a public declaration of the definitive cessation of all armed action and

to request talks with the governments of Spain and France to address exclusively the consequences of

the conflict.

2. If such a declaration is made we urge the governments of Spain and France to welcome it and

agree to talks exclusively to deal with the consequences of the conflict.

3. We urge that major steps be taken to promote reconciliation, recognize, compensate and assist all

victims, recognize the harm that has been done and seek to heal personal and social wounds.

4. In our experience of resolving conflicts there are often other issues that, if addressed, can assist

in the attainment of lasting peace. We suggest that non violent actors and political representatives meet

and discuss political and other related issues, in consultation with the citizenry, that could contribute to

a new era without conflict. In our experience third party observers or facilitators help such dialogue.

Here, such dialogue could also be assisted by international facilitators, if that were desired by those in-

volved.

5. We are willing to form a committee to follow up these recommendations.

Donostia-San Sebastian

17 October 2011

International Conference to promote the 
resolution of the conflict in the Basque Country

The International Conference to

promote a resolution to the conflict

was presented in Donostia on

Tuesday 11th October 2011 and

took place on the afternoon of Oc-

tober 17th, in the House of Peace

of Donostia. 



A credible and irreversible ceasefire is a fundamental step in this process. Because of this, different elements in

Basque society have expressed the necessity to create a mechanism that will verify the “permanent, general and verifi-

able” ceasefire announced by ETA on the 10th of January 2011.

The IVC’s creation responds to the request made by different elements of Basque society to members of the Com-

mission to create a mechanism to verify the ceasefire.

Individuals of significant International experience in peace processes and security issues will form the Commission.

The objective of the Commission is to contribute to the verification of ETA’s ceasefire through a serious and rigorous

process. The Commission will work closely with all possible elements of Basque society.

Over the past two days, members of the commission have met with representatives of political parties, business as-

sociations, trade unions and the Church in the Basque Country to discuss the beginning of the Commission’s work.

The IVC will hold regular meetings with all the possible elements of Basque society to exchange reports, ideas and

projects that can help consolidate the credible and irreversible ceasefire that the Basque country demands.

The members of the IVC are:

- Ronnie Kasrils (South Africa)

- Ray Kendle (United Kingdom)

- Chris Maccabe (United Kingdom)

- Ram Manikkalingam (Sri Lanka)

- Lieutenant General Satish Nambiar (India)

The Coordinator of the IVC will be Fleur Ravensbergen.
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Jon Agirre endorses the Gernika Agreement on behalf of the

EPPK (association of Basque Political Prisoners)

Important advances towards peace in the

Basque Country have been made in the past

years. We are today at a new and more hope-

ful stage. Among the many factors that have

contributed to getting to this stage, it is worth

highlighting the strong and clear demand that

Basque society has made for violence to end

definitively.

More info on:

http://www.ivcom.org/en/

PRESENTATION of the
INTERNATIONAL VERIFICATION COMISSION (IVC)

The Bateragune case, courtcase against several leaders

of the Abertzale Left, was ruled over on the 16th September.

Arnaldo Otegi and 4 other members were condemned as

leaders of terrorist organisation for their role as drivers of

the strategical debate that has taken us the current situa-

tion.

MEP François Alfonsi witnessed the proceeding on the

1st July and said that “the desire for dialogue and peace

that exists in Euskal Herria must be respected” and he

asked the Spanish Government “to make a positive

contribution”. He stressed that “we must ensure the right to

live in peace” and cited the right to decide as “one of the

cornerstones of Europe.”

9th October 2009: Arnaldo Otegi, Rafa Diez, Sonia Jacinto,

Arkaitz Rodriguez and Miren Zabaleta, Amaia Esnal, Txelui

Moreno, José Manuel Serra and three others were arrested by

Baltasar Garzon’s order.

27th June-7th July 2011: Trial in Madrid. Arnaldo Otegi and

the other accused recognise their role as drivers of the political

change of the Abertzale Left.

15th September 2011: Ruling leaked to SER Spanish radio

station. Maximum condemns for 5 of them.

16th September 2011: Ruling notified to the lawyers Arnaldo

Otegi and Rafa Diez condemned to 10 years as leader of ter-

rorist organisation; Sonia Jacinto, Arkaitz Rodriguez and Miren

Zabaleta are condemned to 8 years as members of terrorist or-

ganisation.

19th September 2011: Rafa Diez (On bail) appears before the

court and is sent to prison.D
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Condemnations for the BATERAGUNE case



Last weekend hundreds of Basque political prisoners indicated a willingness to sign the

Gernika accord of 2010 which paves the way for a peaceful, democratic and lasting solution to

the Basque conflict. The MEPs welcomed this as a major step forward in building a lasting peace,

but called on the EU to play a greater role in encouraging the peace process. François Alfonsi

also warned of the unacceptable threats to democracy within the EU with Spanish authorities pur-

suing Basque activists through the courts.

Speaking in the European Parliament, François Alfonsi MEP (PNC, Corsica) said:

"The ongoing situation in the Basque country leads me once again to raise at Euro-

pean level the behaviour of the Spanish state which is worrying for democracy.

"In May, only a last minute appeal to the Spanish Constitutional Court, granted by just

one vote, was enough to allow the independentist movement Bildu to take part in provin-

cial elections. In those elections, Bildu received some 25% of the vote. The attempt to

ban this movement was an attack on Basque popular democracy, which in itself, at the

heart of the European Union, is totally unacceptable.

"In July, I personally observed a hearing in the case of Mr Otegi, a left wing Basque

independentist leader, and of many of his friends. In truth, those people were pursued

through the courts for nothing more than the opinions they hold. They've just been sen-

tenced to ten years in prison, a totally disproportionate maximum sentence which has

shocked the democratic movements in the Basque Country, and indeed in Madrid.

"The European Parliament must make clear its disapproval of the Spanish state's

policy with regard to the Basque Country, particularly now when the peace process

shows such potential and which could as in Northern Ireland, lead to a lasting peace

which is in the interests of the Basque people, of Spanish citizens and indeed of all cit-

izens of Europe."

Frieda Brepoels MEP (N-VA, Flanders) commented:

"The European Union must now engage in supporting the Basque peace process. I

have repeatedly raised the issue at senior level, but the EU has so far preferred to re-

main silent. This is no longer acceptable, particularly following last weekend's announce-

ment and the genuine possibilities to build a sustainable and lasting peace.

"The Guernika accord offers the basis to move forward and build a lasting peace and

now its acceptance by so many political prisoners has huge symbolic value. I am con-

vinced that the Basque Country has now definitively chosen the path to peace. The

break in support for armed struggle forced ETA to renounce violence and choose an-

other path. The victory of nationalist parties in May's local elections was proof that this

new way is working.

"It's now crucial that the European Union plays a fuller role in actively supporting the

Basque Peace Process, as it did with Northern Ireland. Europe must now urge the Span-

ish state to put in place concrete measures to move forward with the peace process."
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EU must step up support for Basque peace process

Excerpt of European Free Alliance in the European Parliament’s Press Release, September 28th




