
MANIFESTO IN SUPPORT OF A PEACE PROCESS IN THE BASQUE 
COUNTRY

The  Members  of  the  European  Parliament  signing  this  Manifesto  do  so  with  the  intention  of 
supporting and taking an active part in the process of resolution of the conflict affecting the Basque 
Country.  It  is  our  hope  that  the  conclusion  of  this  conflict  will  come  about  on  the  basis  of  a 
multilateral political agreement which makes possible the scenario of peace and democracy that we all 
wish for.

We share the idea that the only solution that is valid for everyone is one that is drawn up by everyone 
and based on dialogue and agreement.

We share the idea that the solution entails recognition of all the individual and collective rights of 
everyone who lives anywhere in the country, independently of whether they reside under the Spanish 
or French administrations.

We believe that the only valid political solution will be one that develops out of the strengthening of 
democracy and justice so as to permit recognition of the Basque Country as a political subject and 
acceptance of the right of all the citizens of the Basque Country to decide on their future.

We  agree  that  a  key  to  the  resolution  of  the  Basque  conflict  will  be  a  multilateral  agreement 
guaranteeing that all Basque people, anywhere in their country,  shall  be consulted about decisions 
involving their future in a manner agreed to by their social, political and union representatives. This 
will come about as the result of a process based on dialogue and negotiation, and in our view it is 
essential that such a political agreement, arrived at by democratic means, should be endorsed through 
referendum by the entire population of the Basque Country.

We also believe that this agreement must come about in a peaceful context in which all civil  and 
political rights are respected, and should therefore be honoured by the states of the European Union.

It should be clear to all that participation in the resolution of a conflict by democratic means is not a 
right but an obligation, a social, trade-union and political duty, compulsorily shared by all involved 
parties, which in the present case range from ordinary citizens up to the European Union, including the 
French and Spanish states as well as a full range of Basque representatives.

Therefore, given the foregoing considerations, we have decided to create a Friend-Ship to support the 
peace process in the Basque Country, to be named “Support group for a peace process in the Basque 
Country”.  Said support  group shall  act  within the framework of the European Parliament,  and its 
objective shall be to perform a monitoring function, and if the case arises, to help towards the process 
of  resolution.  For  let  us  not  forget  that  peace  in  Euskal  Herria  means  peace  in  the  heart  of  the 
European Union.

Brussels, December 2005.


