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On 13 October 2009 Arnaldo Otegi, along with four comrades, was arrested while preparing a new
peace initiative. Spanish military police stormed the headquarters of Basque trade union LAB in
Donostia, where Otegi and several members of the party leadership were preparing the debate process
of their new peace proposal.

Despite their arrests, the proposal was distributed and started to circulate on the wider movement.
From November 2009 on it was discussed in meetings by almost 10.000 activists and agreed as the
new way forward. The core of this strategy is the unilateral commitment to exclusively peaceful means,
to peacefully aim for Basque citizens’ and international support and to insist that all sides of the conflict
accept the democratic will of the Basque people and put an end to violence. The new strategy
endorsed the so called “Mitchell Principles” promoted by US Senator and diplomat Mr. George Mitchell
during the Irish Peace Process.

In order to denounce this situation and show solidarity with him, the international declaration "Free
Otegi, bring home Basque Political Prisoners" was launched in March 2015 in Brussels. Since then,
many personalities from around the world have endorsed the declaration in favour of the pro-
independence leader's release and repatriation of Basque political prisoners: Notably, the Nobel Peace
Prize Laureate Desmond Tutu, Adolfo Perez Esquivel and Mairead Maguire; Former President of
Uruguay, José Mugica; Former Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone; Intellectuals like Angela Davis,
Noam Chomsky and Slavoj Zizek; 27 Members of the European Parliament; Representatives of Irish
politics, culture, the field of sport, journalists and academics; Representatives of Politics and Culture of
Catalonia; Basque cultural creators; among others. Furthermore, Former MEP and BFG member
François Alfonsi attended Mr Otegi's trial in 2011 and denounced then the persecution of political
activities and specially the persecution of Mr Otegi's work for peace and reconciliation

We, as a Friendship Group to promote the resolution of the conflict in the Basque Country, consider
that Arnaldo Otegi should not be arrested as his contribution to the new scenario was crucial. We
consider completely unfair and arbitrary that he has been deprived of freedom for six years.

We hope that Arnaldo Otegi´s contribution might be helpful for the peace process in the Basque
Country to go forward and overcome the current blockade maintained by Spanish and French
governments.

Sinn Fein MEP and Basque Friendship member Martina Andersson Statement on the Arnaldo Otegi´s release
can be found here: http://www.sinnfein.ie/contents/38899
EFA Party´s Statement on the Arnaldo Otegi´s release can be found here:
http://www.e-f-a.org/services/news-single-
view/?tx_ttnews[tt_news]=953&cHash=d01f788fab012bb319819a1d69c3816a


