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The Basque Friendship Group calls for an active role of the Europeaninstitutions in the Basque peace process on the tenth anniversary of theresolution of the European Parliament
The Friendship Group wishes to recall, on a press conference held at European Parliament on 19th
October, the resolution approved on 23th October 2006 by the European chamber, which shows its
support to the Basque peace process and solidarity with all actors involved in its resolution.
Furthemore, the members of the Basque Friendship Group wants to recall that the resolution is still in
force and ask to European institutions to keep working for it to be implemented and urge political
parties in spanish state to include the resolution of the conflict in the Basque Country in the agenda of
the new spanish government, expected to be formed soon.

The Galician MEP Lidia Senra, (Alternativa Galega de Esquerda, Confederal Group of the European
United Left - Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL), and member of the Basque Friendship Group, recalls, “that
resolution was adopted thanks to the hard work of political groups, MEPs and other actors that were
involved in pursuing a lasting peace scenario in the Basque Country. We want to recall that the
resolution shows the support of the European Parliament to the Basque Peace Process”. The Galician
MEP underlines that “since then, many initiatives have been carried out with the intention of promoting
the Basque peace process. The “International Conference to promote the resolution of the conflict in
the Basque Country” held five years ago on 17th October 2011, marked a milestone in the resolution
process. Nevertheless, the first item of the road map was fulfilled with ETA´s announcement of an end
to its armed activity, although the second item - the opening of negotiations on the consequences of the
conflict - has been resisted by the Spanish and French governments”. “Despite increasing international
and local support, therefore, the “Aiete Road Map” remains to this day yet to be implemented.

The Irish MEP Martina Anderson (Sinn Féin, Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic
Green Left (GUE/NGL), and member of the Basque Friendship Group affirms, “It is clear that the
conflict resolution process in the Basque Country has progressed very positively in recent years. We
have come far, but much remains to be done”. The Irish MEP recalls some of the initiatives carried out
to promote a comprehensive solution to the conflict such as the Bayonne declaration and the Paris
Conference, among others. “We would like to thank all those groups and persons that both
internationally and locally are publicly and discretely helping the process move forward”.
Anderson stresses that “The Basque conflict is the last of its kind within the European Union. The
institutions of the European Union can and should support this process. We would like to recall that the
declaration of support for the Basque resolution process adopted by the European Parliament in
October 2006 called on the European institutions and the Member States to support the Basque peace
process and to be active actors in its resolution. The resolution is still in force and we will keep working
for it to be implemented”. Furthermore, Sinn Féin MEP explains, “we have witnessed the European



institutions play an active role in the resolution of different conflicts within the EU and across the world.
Anderson explains, “The involvement of European institutions was vital in supporting the Irish peace
process, providing institutional support and special funds. We believe that Member States should
defend and promote the same principles and values in the pursuit of peace and democracy within the
Union as outside it”.

The Flemish MEP Mark Demesmaeker (N-VA, European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR),
and member of the Basque Friendship Group underlines spanish state´s role on the resolution of the
Basque conflict. “’Spanish General Elections have been held twice in less than a year and the
unresolved political situation has led Spain into an uncertain scenario. Talks between parties to form a
government are ongoing and it is not yet clear whether agreements will be reached or new elections
called. We have many times during the last five years called upon Spanish authorities to engage in the
resolution of the conflict in the Basque Country. We believe President Rajoy and his government have
wasted an opportunity like never before to reach a just and lasting peace scenario in the Basque
Country. This is a tremendous mistake and a policy that goes against the interests of Basque, Spanish
and European citizens”.
The Flemish, controversially, stresses, “It is never too late. We still believe that a positive approach
towards the resolution of the conflict could speed up the process and help find a solution to crucial and
still unresolved issues such as disarmament, prisoners and victims. We urge political parties in Spain to
include the resolution of the conflict in the Basque Country in the agenda of the negotiations to form a
new government. There are valid proposals on the table in order to bring the Basque conflict to an end
and the incoming Spanish Government should include them among its priorities”.
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